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Human-Computer Interaction

The Human-Computer Interaction 
(HCI) program helps students 
from a variety of backgrounds 
make sense out of the rapidly 
changing world of technology. 
It focuses on ways computer 
systems support people at work, 
at home and at play. What makes 
this Carleton program distinctive 
is that it is so unique in its 
interdisciplinarity, which allows 
students to tailor their program 
based on a common core. 
Students can specialize in one of 
three programs: a Master  
of Arts (MA) for emphasis on  
human factors, a Master of 
Applied Science (MASc) 
for emphasis on new media 
technology and design, or a 
Master of Computer Science 
(MCS) for emphasis on software 
design. Students in all of these 
programs collaborate across all 
disciplines.

Our research laboratories are 
outfitted with the most advanced 
high-tech equipment. Here, you  
will be able to collaborate with 
close to 30 researchers on 
projects as diverse as:

	n HCI for crime simulation

	n Interactive video games  
that can be used for exercise  
or adapted for occupational 
therapy

	n Interactive facial animation

	n Teamwork and situational  
awareness in complex and 
extreme circumstances

	n Human factors in Cybersecurity

Degrees Offered
MA, MASc, MCS

Career Options
Students graduating from this 
program can pursue jobs in 
diverse fields. From designing 
cockpits for aircraft, to working 
on video games or designing cell 
phone interfaces — all the way to 
exploring e-commerce purchasing 
— if you can dream it, this degree 
can help prepare you for a job  
in that area. No technology is  
off limits. 

Students who have studied HCI  
at Carleton have found jobs at 
places like Google, Microsoft, 
Amazon, RIM, IBM, CNR, Charles 
Schwab and various federal 
government departments. 

High quality students completing 
a master’s in HCI may also be 
qualified to pursue a PhD in their 
respective fields of study. 

Fall Application 
Deadline
March 1, to be eligible for funding

Admission 
Requirements
MA: An honours undergraduate 
degree, or equivalent, in arts, 
social sciences, business or related 
areas with at least a B+ average.

MASc: An honours undergraduate 
degree in engineering, architecture, 
design or related areas with at 
least a B+ average.

MSc: An honours undergraduate 
degree in computer science with 
at least a B+ average.

Applicants with a background 
in cognitive science will be 
considered for whichever of the 
three programs is appropriate 
to their academic background. 
Applicants may be asked to 
complete additional coursework 
in addition to the program 
requirements. All applications 
will be considered by the HCI 
Graduate Committee.

There is no other program like it in Canada.
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